
 

 

 

NGO vs. shipowners: Hand in hand for clean shipping? 
 

gmec, the global maritime environmental congress, will open its doors to the general public 

for the first time. As part of the conference on 7 September there will be a public panel 

discussion that is open to everyone who has an interest in the topic. Environmental 

campaigners will debate with leaders of the maritime industry about climate protection in 

shipping. 

 

Hamburg, 05-09-2022 – "Is the maritime industry doing enough to decarbonise shipping?" A 

question to be discussed by the public NGO panel during gmec, the global maritime environmental 

congress, on 7 September from 4:00pm to 5:30pm. Among the panel members will be Sönke 

Diesener from the environmental organisation Nabu. He takes issue with the ‘greenwashing’ 

practiced by many cruise operators: “The fact that most ships are still powered by dirty heavy fuel 

oil is a scandal in view of the operator’s lip service to environmental protection.” On the NGO panel, 

Diesener will be discussing with the likes of Hansjörg Kunze, VP Communication at AIDA Cruises, 

whose company is considered a pioneer of green propulsion technology. Two ships of the ADIA 

fleet operate on liquefied natural gas (LNG). Can Kunze imagine installing hydrogen fuel cells on 

board AIDA’s cruise ships? And what ideas can Thomas Wiese, Director Strategy & Innovation at 

Siemens Energy Marine, propose to implement clean shipping? Lars Robert Pedersen, Deputy 

Secretary General of the international shipping association BIMCO, will contribute his organisation’s 

views on alternative propulsion concepts, and Rolls-Royce technology expert Dr Daniel Chatterjee 

will outline what is technically possible today.  

View the entire gmec agenda here. The NGO panel discussion will be open to the general public. 

Tickets are available at 25 euros instead of the usual panel ticket price of 330 euros, and include 

access to the trade fair on 7 September. For an overview of all prices go here. On 9 September, 

the day of the Maritime Career Market (MCM), secondary school and university students have free 

access to SMM. The MCM brings together employers and job seekers for the benefit of both.  

 

About SMM  

The leading international maritime trade fair takes place in Hamburg from 6 to 9 September 2022. 
Around 2,000 exhibitors and more than 40,000 visitors from over 100 countries are expected to 
attend. In eleven exhibition halls, SMM covers the entire value chain of the maritime industry. As a 
platform for innovation, it brings together leaders from around the world. The 30th SMM focuses on 
the maritime energy transition, the digital transformation and climate change. The 2021 SMM was 
held as an online event due to the COVID pandemic. This year, the maritime community will once 
again gather live on the exhibition campus and in conferences featuring top-ranking panellists. SMM 
2022 is held under the patronage of German chancellor Olaf Scholz. 
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